Name_____________________________

Seminar Date: ______________________

Socratic Seminar Preparation Sheet


   Title:_____________________________


      
           Author:______________________________



           Part Discussing (if applicable): ____________________

	Please write the prompt to the Socratic Seminar in the box.

	


Step 1: Read the text looking for quotations that catch your interest.

Step 2: Please summarize the text:

	


Step 3: Write down any lines, quotes, excerpts, or phrases you found interesting, important, or just caught your attention.:

	Page #
	Quotation 

	
	1.

2.

3.




Step 4: Write three questions about the reading. (See the attached Level Questions Worksheet for guidance).
Level 1 (Comprehension Question):
Level 2 (Application Question):

Level 3 (Synthesis Question):
Step 5: After the completion of the seminar, write down a summary of what you learned from the discussion in a paragraph.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Socratic Seminar Guidelines
What is a Socratic Seminar? 

A Socratic seminar is a way teaching of founded by the Greek philosopher Socrates. Socrates believed that students learn best by asking questions. It is the teacher’s job to moderate the discussion instead of lead the discussion.

Why do we have a Socratic Seminar?

Socratic Seminars help us engage a text in class. The thought process is when we work together to understand a text it will help everyone’s understanding.

What do we do to prepare for the seminar?

The day prior to the seminar you will be given a Socratic Seminar prep sheet. Your job is to complete steps 1 – 4 for homework. It is essential you read the text and prepare yourself with important questions and quotations.

What type of questions should I ask during the seminar?

There are three levels of questions. You should come up with a minimum of 1 question per level.

· Level I (Comprehension Questions): Questions that help you understand the story.

Please use the following question stems:
·  Can you state, in your own words…
·  Can you describe…
·  Can you defend your position…
·  Can you summarize the information…
· Level II (Interpretative Questions): These are critical thinking questions that require evidence from the text.

Please use the following question stems:
· Explain how …

· Explain why …

· Interpret the reasons …

· Compare and contrast …

· Connect and explain …

· Level III (Application Questions): These are critical thinking questions that connect the text to the outside world.

Please use the following question stems:
· Imagine …

· What would happen if …?

· Hypothesize …

· Theorize…
What will the seminar look like?
The classroom will be arranged in two concentric circles. We will be having 2 seminars. When you are in the inner-circle you will be participating in the circle. If you are in the outer-circle you will be taking notes on a partner assigned to you. Mr. Sun-K is part of the circle, but not participating.
How does the discussion work in a seminar?

The seminar is to serve as a discussion, not a lecture. Just like in a casual conversation, no one begins the conversation, a conversation begins naturally. There a couple of guidelines to follow:

· Please listen and look at each other when you speak.

· One person speaks at a time. A bear will be used as the speaking object.

· Each person will have a chance to ask a question and everyone has a chance to respond.

· Respond to the person who asks the question.

· Use evidence from the text to support yourself.

· Each person should have a copy of the text.

How will I be assessed on the seminar?

Three ways:

1. By completing the seminar prep sheet.

2. By contributing the conversation in three ways:
· Ask a question.
· Respond to a question.
· Cite evidence from the text.

3. Scoring works as follows:

· All three requirements: 
30 points.
· Two requirements: 

20 points.
· 1 requirement: 

10 points.
· No requirements:

 0 points.
What do we need to do after the seminar?

Please complete step 5 of the prep sheet in a paragraph and turn it in for homework the day after the seminar.[image: image1.png]



