Pay It Forward Discussion Questions
1. Is it possible for one idea to change the world?

2. Could the idea of “paying it forward” actually work?  Why or why not?

3. Would you be willing to do something nice for someone else, with absolutely no expectation or receiving anything in return?  Would it bother you if the person wasn’t appreciative?  (e.g. didn’t even say “thank you?”)  Do we always expect something in return for everything we do?  (i.e., de altruism really exist?)

4. Do you think the recipient of a good deed would go on to do good for others?  Would you be more inclined to do something good for others if someone engaged in a random act of kindness towards you?  Could you devise a scenario whereby a simple smile to someone else could translate into a series of events that might ultimately change someone’s life?

5. Is there a moral duty or obligation to do good for others (i.e., caring), especially when there is little cost to oneself?

6. Are there opportunities where we can do good for others, but we fail to realize them?  Why does this happen?

7. Should for-profit businesses do good for others (e.g., charitable giving or community assistance), even if there is no expected bottom line return or increase in shareholder value?  When businesses engage in philanthropy, is it possible that they could significantly improve the lives of others?  If yes, is this a sufficient justification for corporate philanthropy?  

