Creative Writing Workshop Process

Step 1
Freewrite -- Students will be given a topic or a writing prompt to inspire a story*.  Because these are "freewrites" the form may be loose and it may be unfinished.  These pieces are used as springboards for stories in this class.  They will evolve and develop into complete stories during the workshopping process.

Step 2 Small Group Workshops -- In groups of 4-6, students will share examples of freewrites they wish to develop into stories.  During the workshop students will be responsible for responding to other's work and through constructive criticism, helping to improve each piece.  Students will be graded based on the quality of their criticism and preparedness with their own writing pieces.  

Step 3 Revision -- After the small group workshops, students will revise their pieces, and develop the stories through form and mechanical corrections.

Step 4 Submission -- Each small group will choose an example writing from those workshopped to be critiqued by the entire class, and each student will submit their revision to the teacher for a grade.

Step 5 Class Workshop -- The 4-5 student pieces chosen by the small group workshops will receive a final critique by the entire class and will then be revised again according to the comments.  The teacher will grade the final copy in the portfolio at the end of each semester.

*or poem, or play etc. that is appropriate to the unit

